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SCOPE

Investigate the viability of San Joaquin Valley College offering a Dental Assisting Program at the San Diego campus location.

COMPETTION RESEARCH

Within the County of San Diego, there are 17 training programs for Dental Assisting (DA).  Of these programs, 11 are approved by the State of California for inclusion on the Eligible Training Provider Listing. [endnoteRef:1] One program is taught in a private dental practice.  [1:  http://etpl.edd.ca.gov  – Employment Development Department - Approved training provider listing for Dental Assisting training in San Diego County] 


The following table illustrates information on dental assisting training in this county. Data on the number of program graduates was gathered through IPEDS current posting.[endnoteRef:2] [2:  http://nces.ed.gov/globallocator   IPEDS data by schools  in San Diego] 


Dental Assistant Training

	College
	Location
	Program Outcome
	Number of Graduates in 2011-2012
	Hours of Training
	Cost

	Academy of Dental Assisting
	Chula Vista
	Cert
	
	56
	$2,975

	Concord Career College
	San Diego
	Cert
	68
	1600
	$15,361

	CSU San Marcos
	Internet
	Cert
	
	240
	$1595

	Excelle College(PDE)
	San Diego
	Cert
	
	419
	$4995

	Kaplan College
	San Diego
	Cert
	36
	855
	$16,680

	Kaplan College
	Vista
	Cert
	54
	855
	$16,680

	Mira Costa College
	Internet
	Cert
	
	240
	$1995

	National University Ext
	Internet
	Cert
	
	390
	$4190

	Newbridge College
	El Cajon
	Cert
	12
	800
	$16,090

	Palomar
	
	Cert & Degree
	19/4
	
	$1328+

	Pima Medical Institute
	Chula Vista
	Cert
	50
	820
	$11,390

	San Diego Mesa College
	San Diego
	Cert & Degree
	23/9
	
	$1140+

	SDSU Extended Studies
	Internet
	Cert
	
	150
	$1699

	SDSU Extended Studies
	San Diego
	Cert
	
	60
	$1499

	UEI[endnoteRef:3] [3:  Information on the two UEI campuses located in the San Diego area is not posted on IPEDS.    UEI Corporation posts number of graduates within all of their 10 California locations.  In the 2011-2012 year, UEI graduated 434 dental assistants.] 

	Chula Vista
	Cert 
	
	800
	$10,000

	UEI
	San Marcos
	Cert
	
	800
	$10,000

	San Diego Dental Careers
	San Diego
	Cert
	90
	80[endnoteRef:4] [4:  Approximate hours of training, based on information included on web site] 

	$3995

	Total Graduates per Year
	
	
	365
	
	






LABOR MARKET INFORMATION- Dental Assisting 

Over 510 jobs are predicted in San Diego County for this field of training between 2010 and 2020.  Annual job growth is predicted to be approximately 128 jobs.  The following chart includes the annual openings, and total number of openings for the ten year period, employment percentage change and hourly mean.[endnoteRef:5] [5:  www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov  EDD Labor Market info- Dental Assisting in San Diego County 2010-2020] 


	Job Title
	Annual Openings for 2010-2020
	Current  Employed in County
	Projected Total of Employed
	Total Increase of Jobs Projected
	Employment Change Percentage
	Hourly 
Mean

	Dental Assisting
	128
	3,660
	4,170
	510
	13.9% increase
	$18.10



SJVC HISTORICAL EXPERIENCE 

SJVC Visalia Campus is located in Tulare County, California and is a model for a Dental Assisting Program offered at the same campus location as a Dental Hygiene Program.  The California Labor Market Information for Dental Assisting positions in Tulare County predicted 17 openings per year over the period 2008-2012.  San Joaquin Valley College placements exceeds that projection greater than 2.6 times.

	EDD Annual Opening Projections and DA Visalia Placements

	Campus with Dental Hygiene Program

	Grad Year
	EDD[endnoteRef:6] Projection [6:  www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov  EDD Labor Market info- Dental Assisting in Tulare County 2008-2012] 

	Grad Placements[endnoteRef:7] [7:  CampusVue as of 3.2013] 

	Placements per Projected Openings

	2008
	17
	39
	2.3

	2009
	17
	58
	3.4

	2010
	17
	31
	1.8

	2011
	17
	36
	2.1

	2012
	17
	58
	3.4

	Total
	85
	222
	2.6



The Visalia Campus strong placement position in comparison to the predicted labor market information is attributed to the reputation of the both the Dental Assisting and Dental Hygiene programs in the dental community and the Employment Development Department survey of the dental community resulted in limited response.

CONCLUSION

Strong collaboration with the San Diego County dental community is recommended to build a program were graduates have similar opportunity as seen in the Tulare County dental employment market.  Careful monitoring of the program placement outcomes is advised.    

As a companion to the Dental Hygiene Program currently being offered, the Dental Assisting Program is a viable candidate for the SJVC San Diego Campus  The comparison to the Dental Hygiene and Dental Assisting program mix on the Visalia Campus indicate that Labor Market Information may not predictive of placement opportunities.

Academic faculty, staff and dental employer collaboration will result in a quality Dental Assisting Program and will offer graduates to the dental community that provide special benefit to an employer dental office team.

